
‭Advent: HOPE‬

‭Jeremiah 33:1–18 (NLT)‬
‭1‬ ‭While Jeremiah was still confined in the courtyard‬‭of the guard, the Lord gave him this second‬

‭message:‬‭2‬ ‭“This is what the Lord says—the Lord who‬‭made the earth, who formed and established it,‬
‭whose name is the Lord:‬‭3‬ ‭Ask me and I will tell you‬‭remarkable secrets you do not know about things to‬
‭come.‬‭4‬ ‭For this is what the Lord, the God of Israel,‬‭says: You have torn down the houses of this city and‬
‭even the king’s palace to get materials to strengthen the walls against the siege ramps and swords of‬
‭the enemy.‬‭5‬ ‭You expect to fight the Babylonians,‬‭but the men of this city are already as good as dead,‬

‭for I have determined to destroy them in my terrible anger. I have abandoned them because of all their‬
‭wickedness.‬‭6‬ ‭“Nevertheless, the time will come when‬‭I will heal Jerusalem’s wounds and give it‬

‭prosperity and true peace.‬‭7‬ ‭I will restore the fortunes‬‭of Judah and Israel and rebuild their towns.‬‭8‬ ‭I‬‭will‬
‭cleanse them of their sins against me and forgive all their sins of rebellion.‬‭9‬ ‭Then this city will‬‭bring me‬
‭joy, glory, and honor before all the nations of the earth! The people of the world will see all the good I do‬
‭for my people, and they will tremble with awe at the peace and prosperity I provide for them.‬‭10‬ ‭“This‬‭is‬

‭what the Lord says: You have said, ‘This is a desolate land where people and animals have all‬
‭disappeared.’ Yet in the empty streets of Jerusalem and Judah’s other towns, there will be heard once‬
‭more‬‭11‬ ‭the sounds of joy and laughter. The joyful‬‭voices of bridegrooms and brides will be heard again,‬
‭along with the joyous songs of people bringing thanksgiving offerings to the Lord. They will sing, ‘Give‬
‭thanks to the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, for the Lord is good. His faithful love endures forever!’ For I will‬
‭restore the prosperity of this land to what it was in the past, says the Lord.‬‭12‬ ‭“This is what the‬‭Lord of‬

‭Heaven’s Armies says: This land—though it is now desolate and has no people and animals—will once‬
‭more have pastures where shepherds can lead their flocks.‬‭13‬ ‭Once again shepherds will count their‬

‭flocks in the towns of the hill country, the foothills of Judah, the Negev, the land of Benjamin, the vicinity‬
‭of Jerusalem, and all the towns of Judah. I, the Lord, have spoken!‬‭14‬ ‭“The day will come, says the Lord,‬
‭when I will do for Israel and Judah all the good things I have promised them.‬‭15‬ ‭“In those days and at‬

‭that time I will raise up a righteous descendant from King David’s line. He will do what is just and right‬
‭throughout the land.‬‭16‬ ‭In that day Judah will be‬‭saved, and Jerusalem will live in safety. And this will be‬
‭its name: ‘The Lord Is Our Righteousness.’‬‭17‬ ‭For‬‭this is what the Lord says: David will have a descendant‬
‭sitting on the throne of Israel forever.‬‭18‬ ‭And there‬‭will always be Levitical priests to offer burnt offerings‬

‭and grain offerings and sacrifices to me.”‬

‭Hope has a name - Emmanuel‬

‭Hope is rooted in a promise from God.‬

‭Hope is seeded in our imagination.‬

‭Hebrews 11:1‬

‭“Faith shows the reality of what we hope for; it is the evidence of things we cannot see.”‬



‭Hope is cultivated in the Presence of God.‬
‭Luke 1:26–37‬‭NLT‬

‭In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a‬
‭village in Galilee, to a virgin named Mary. She was engaged to be married to a man‬

‭named Joseph, a descendant of King David. Gabriel appeared to her and said, “Greetings,‬
‭favored woman! The Lord is with you!”‬

‭Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think what the angel could mean. “Don’t be‬
‭afraid, Mary,” the angel told her, “for you have found favor with God! You will conceive and‬
‭give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. He will be very great and will be called‬
‭the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor David.‬

‭And he will reign over Israel forever; his Kingdom will never end!”‬

‭Mary asked the angel, “But how can this happen? I am a virgin.”‬

‭The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High‬
‭will overshadow you. So the baby to be born will be holy, and he will be called the Son of‬
‭God. What’s more, your relative Elizabeth has become pregnant in her old age! People‬
‭used to say she was barren, but she has conceived a son and is now in her sixth month.‬

‭For the word of God will never fail.”‬

‭Jeremiah 31:12–13‬

‭“They will come home and sing songs of joy on the heights of Jerusalem. They will be‬
‭radiant because of the Lord’s good gifts— the abundant crops of grain, new wine, and‬

‭olive oil, and the healthy flocks and herds. Their life will be like a watered garden, and all‬
‭their sorrows will be gone. The young women will dance for joy, and the men—old and‬

‭young—will join in the celebration. I will turn their mourning into joy. I will comfort them‬
‭and exchange their sorrow for rejoicing.”‬

‭Revelation 22:3–5‬‭NLT‬
‭No longer will there be a curse upon anything. For the throne of God and of the Lamb‬

‭will be there, and his servants will worship him. And they will see his face, and his name‬
‭will be written on their foreheads. And there will be no night there—no need for lamps or‬

‭sun—for the Lord God will shine on them. And they will reign forever and ever.‬

‭Hope has a name - Emmanuel‬



‭PRACTICING THE WAY‬
‭As disciples of Jesus, we know our allegiance to Him as King is expressed in our daily practice.‬
‭We are not pursuing perfection but want to practice our faith each day. These practices will‬
‭point you toward spiritual formation as an apprentice (disciple) to Jesus.‬

‭Grap (digital or print) a free Advent Guide and journey to Christmas‬
‭with us.‬

‭Join a Connect Group.‬

‭Talk it Over (with friends, a spouse, or connect group)‬
‭●‬ ‭Read‬‭Jeremiah 33:1-8‬‭. What do you notice within this‬‭passage?‬
‭●‬ ‭What was one takeaway from the message on Sunday?‬
‭●‬ ‭What is one thing you always hoped for as a kid?‬
‭●‬ ‭Read‬‭Luke 1:26-37‬‭. What do you observe in the passage?‬
‭●‬ ‭What are some ways you can cultivate hope?‬
‭●‬ ‭Read‬‭Revelation 22:3-5‬‭.‬‭What does this text tell you about God?‬
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