The King Jesus Gospel, Ep 47

Matthew 24:45-51 (NLT)

"A faithful, sensible servant is one to whom the master can give the responsibility of managing his other
household servants and feeding them. If the master returns and finds that the servant has done a good job,
there will be a reward. | tell you the truth, the master will put that servant in charge of all he owns. But what

if the servant is evil and thinks, ‘My master won't be back for a while,"and he begins beating the other
servants, partying, and getting drunk? The master will return unannounced and unexpected, and he will
cut the servant to pieces and assign him a place with the hypocrites. In that place there will be weeping
and gnashing of teeth.

Radiant People of God are prudent in their
preparation.

How should we live as we await His return?

Matthew 25:1-13 (NLT)
“Then the Kingdom of Heaven will be like ten bridesmaids who took their lamps and went to

meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. The five who were foolish
didn’t take enough olive oil for their lamps, but the other five were wise enough to take along
extra oil. When the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and fell asleep.

"At midnight they were roused by the shout, ‘Look, the bridegroom is coming! Come out and
meet him!” “All the bridesmaids got up and prepared their lamps. Then the five foolish ones
asked the others, ‘Please give us some of your oil because our lamps are going out.” “But the
others replied, ‘We don’t have enough for all of us. Go to a shop and buy some for yourselves.

“But while they were gone to buy oil, the bridegroom came. Then those who were ready went in
with him to the marriage feast, and the door was locked. Later, when the other five bridesmaids
returned, they stood outside, calling, ‘Lord! Lord! Open the door for us!’

“But he called back, ‘Believe me, I don’t know you!’ “So you, too, must keep watch! For you do
not know the day or hour of my return.



We awalit in anticipation, but not in isolation.

There are some parts of the Christian life, you
must pursue yourself.

Oil often represents the Holy Spirit.

Jeremiah 31:12(NLT)
“They will come home and sing songs of joy on the heights of Jerusalem. They will be radiant because of the

Lord’s good gifts— the abundant crops of grain, new wine, and olive oil, and the healthy flocks and herds.
Their life will be like a watered garden, and all their sorrows will be gone.”

Galatians 5:16-17 (NLT)
So I say, let the Holy Spirit guide your lives. Then you won't be doing what your sinful nature

craves. The sinful nature wants to do evil, which is just the opposite of what the Spirit wants. And
the Spirit gives us desires that are the opposite of what the sinful nature desires. These two

forces are constantly fighting each other, so you are not free to carry out your good intentions.

How do we live a life full of the Spirit?

(1) Ask for the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Luke 11:11-13 (NLT)

“You fathers—if your children ask for a fish, do you give them a snake instead? Or if they ask for
an egg, do you give them a scorpion? Of course not! So if you sinful people know how to give
good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to

those who ask him.”



(2) Cultivate an on-going relationship with the Spirit.

Ephesian 423 “Instead, let the Spirit renew your thoughts and attitudes.”

Ephesians 5:15-19 “So be careful how you live. Don't live like fools, but like those who are wise. Make the most
of every opportunity in these evil days. Don't act thoughtlessly, but understand what the Lord wants you to
do. Don't be drunk with wine, because that will ruin your life. Instead, be filled with the Holy Spirit, singing
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, and making music to the Lord in your hearts.”

John 7:37-39
On the last day, the climax of the festival, Jesus stood and shouted to the crowds, “Anyone who is thirsty may

come to me!l Anyone who believes in me may come and drink! For the Scriptures declare, ‘Rivers of living
water will flow from his heart.”” (When he said “living water,” he was speaking of the Spirit, who would be
given to everyone believing in him. But the Spirit had not yet been given, because Jesus had not yet entered

into his glory.)”

John 14:15-17
“If you love me, obey my commandments. And | will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate,

who will never leave you. He is the Holy Spirit, who leads into all truth. The world cannot receive him,
because it isn't looking for him and doesn’t recognize him. But you know him, because he lives with you now

and later will be in you.”

If you want to await His return with prudence,
you need the Advocate.

PRACTICING THE WAY

As disciples of Jesus, we know our allegiance to Him as King is expressed in our daily practice. We are not
pursuing perfection, but want to practice our faith each day. These practices will point you toward spiritual
formation as an apprentice (disciple) to Jesus.

Start the Fresh Start Pathway with a friend.

Talk it Over (with friends, a spouse, or connect group)



Read Matthew 24:45-51. What do you notice within this passage?

Sunday's message was about preparing for Jesus to return by living a prudent life. Did
anything in the message stand out to you or stir a question within you?

Why is it important that we continue to live life as we wait for His return?

Read Proverbs 9. What are some of the wise action described?

Read Matthew 25:1-13. What are some insights you notice?

Our relationship with the Holy Spirit can be as strong and vibrant as we want it to be. What
keeps us from having a vibrant relationship with Holy Spirit? What helps cultivate a healthy
relationship with Holy Spirit?




